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March 4, 2012

Dear Friends,

The JBU Forensics Team would like to invite you and your students to the Ozark Rookie Rumble and Varsity Valedictory, to be held Saturday April 21st on the campus of John Brown University in Siloam Springs, Arkansas. This tournament provides a great opportunity to get students from your public speaking and other communication courses to a fun, one-day tournament!   Also, we give your varsity competitors one last chance to compete in a number of fun, experimental events!  Varsity competitors can also cover your judging commitment, giving coaches a tournament off after a long season of writing ballots!

We will offer rookie competition in the following events: Informative, Persuasive, Impromptu, Duo Interp, Solo Interp (any genre, programs welcome), and Parli-LD debate.  Eligible competitors in the rookie divisions may not have competed in more than 3 college tournaments.   Rookie Parli-LD will take place in the A pattern, and Rookie IE’s will take place in the B pattern.

We will offer open divisions of the following experimental events: Powerpoint ADS, Slam Poetry, Duet Improv Acting, Broadcast Journalism, Mini-Interp, Commercial Impromptu, and Impromptu Debate.  Experimental events will take place in the A pattern, and Imprompu Debate will happen in the B pattern.  

Please read the rules in the invitation for further clarification.  We will offer a number of team and individual sweepstakes awards. We are also going to utilize online ballot entry for this tournament, so please bring your laptop or tablet so that you can enter your ballots via computer.  The campus has excellent wireless coverage, and all rounds will happen in rooms with such coverage.  If you don’t have a portable computing device, we will work to provide you one so that you can participate in convenient, 21st century tournament judging!

Finally, we will not charge fees for the tournament if you provide enough judges. Lunch also will be provided for all coaches and competitors. We hope you can join us for this low-cost, fun opportunity to give new competitors the opportunity to gain experience in public address, oral interpretation, and debating!


Sincerely, 


Erick Roebuck							Robert Burleson
Director of Forensics						Team President, JBU Forensics
John Brown University
eroebuck@jbu.edu
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE FOR OZARK ROOKIE RUMBLE & VARSITY VALEDICTORY

8:30		Registration-LRC 121
9:00		A1/Parli LD 1
10:00	A2/Parli LD 2
11:15	A3/Parli LD 3
12:30	Lunch Break
1:00		B1/Imp Debate 1+2
2:00		B2/Imp Debate 3+4
3:15		B Finals/Parli LD 4
4:45		Awards
ASAP		Debate Finals

TOURNAMENT ENTRY

All entries will be taken online at forensicstournament.net. Visit the following link to enter the tournament...

http://forensicstournament.net/ozark/12

The deadline for an initial entry is Monday April 16 at 8 pm central. You may make changes until Thursday April 19th at noon. Please email Erick Roebuck at eroebuck@jbu.edu if you have any questions.

STUDENT ELIGIBILITY
1) Students with three or fewer intercollegiate debate tournaments may enter rookie Parli-LD. Students with more than three intercollegiate tournaments of experience are not eligible to compete in debate. These students are welcome to enter Rookie Impromptu Debate or the judge pool in debate.  

2) Students with three or fewer intercollegiate individual tournaments may enter rookie individual events. Students with more than three intercollegiate tournaments of experience are not eligible to compete in rookie individual events. These students are welcome to enter Open Experimental events or the judge pool in IE’s.

INDIVIDUAL EVENTS RULES
1) Double entry is allowed in both patterns.  No triple entry is allowed.  Students may enter 2 duet improvs with different partners.  Rookies may enter 2 duos with 2 different partners.

2) Students may not use materials that have been used in competitions prior to August 2011. 

3) To encourage participation by beginning competitors, a minimum time limit of 6 minutes will be permitted for each event in the B pattern. 

4) Student will not be penalized for using notes in public address events. Judges may not automatically drop a student for using note cards (though the amount of eye contact and fluid delivery may be used as judging criteria). 

5) Rookie competitors are welcome to compete in open divisions, but should realize they may compete against someone who judged them in a previous round or will judge them in a future round.

6) The top six competitors in each event will advance to a final round.  In the event of a tie for the final final elimination round slot(s), up to 7 students will be advanced, if possible.


PATTERN A EVENT DESCRIPTIONS
1) Duet Improvisation Acting.  Teams of two will be given the choice of 3 scenarios to “act” out.  Two chairs will be provided for the scene. No other objects or props may be used.  Teams will have a total of 6 minutes to use at their discretion for both preparation and performance (e.g. 2 minutes to prepare, 4 minutes to perform).  
 
2) Poetry Slam: Students will perform their original “slam” poetry that they wrote themselves.  Text is optional.  5 minutes maximum.

3) Broadcast Journalism:  Students will be given news copy from multiple stories that they must cut down for 2-minute radio news broadcast.    They will have 30 minutes of preparation time.  They will be evaluated solely on the verbal portion of their performance, not nonverbal.  Proper attribution must be given to all stories from external sources read during the performance.

4) Power Point ADS: An original, humorous speech by the student, designed to exhibit sound speech composition, thematic, coherence, direct communicative public speaking skills, and good taste. Students must use PowerPoint as their visual aid.  Students must put their PowerPoint on a USB thumb drive.  All competitors in each will use the same Windows 7 computer.  Mac users should test their presentation on a Windows machine to be sure their presentation works properly. Notes are permitted. Time limit is 5 minutes maximum.

5) Mini-Interp: Students perform a piece or pieces of literature from the genres of prose, poetry, or drama. Script optional. Time, including introduction, must not exceed 2 minutes.

6) Commercial impromptu: Students will receive a choice of 3 photos of products. Students will then have 2 minutes to compose a 1-minute “commercial” for the product. Students may use up to two minutes of preparation time. Their speaking time, however, may not exceed 1 minute, even if all preparation time is unused.

PATTERN B EVENT DESCRIPTIONS

1) Rookie Impromptu Speaking: An impromptu speech, substantive in nature, with topic selections varied by round and by section. Topics will be derived from quotations. Speakers will have a total of 7 minutes for both preparation and speaking. Timing commences with the acceptance of the topics sheet. Limited notes are permitted. 

2) Rookie Duo Interp: A cutting from one or more texts of literary merit, humorous or serious, involving the portrayal of two or more characters presented by two individuals. The material may be drawn from any genre of literature. This is not an acting event; thus, no costumes, props, lighting, etc, are to be used. Presentation is from the manuscript and the focus should be off-stage and not to each other. Time limit is from 6-10 minutes including introduction.

3) Rookie Solo Interpretation: A cutting from one or more texts of literary merit, humorous or serious, presented by one individual. The material may be drawn from any genre of literature. Time limit is from 6-10 minutes including introduction.

4) Rookie Persuasive Speaking: An original speech by the student designed to inspire, reinforce, or change the beliefs, attitudes, values or actions of the audience. Audio-visual aids may or may not be used to supplement and reinforce the message. Multiple sources should be used and cited in the development of the speech. Notes are permitted. Time limit is from 6-10 minutes including introduction.

5) Rookie Informative Speaking: An original, factual speech by the student on a realist subject to fulfill the general aim to inform the audience. Audio-visual aids may or may not be used to supplement and reinforce the message. Multiple sources should be used and cited in the development of the speech. Notes are permitted. Time limit is from 6-10 minutes including introduction.

6) Rookie Religious Oratory:  An original speech by the student on a Faith Based topic or with Faith implications.  The event is ecumenical; so all faiths are welcome to share in this event.  Powerpoint may be used.   6-10 minutes including setup.


DEBATE RULES

1) Rookie Parli LD:  This event features one-on-one debate with a publically announced resolution.   Students receive 20 minutes to prepare their case and then walk to the round.  Students may not bring any materials into the chambers that they did not write up during prep time.  The time limits are as follows:

Government Constructive-5 minutes
Opposition Cross-Examination-1 minute
Opposition Constructive-6 minutes
Government Cross-Examination-1 minute
Government Rebuttal-3 minutes 
Opposition Rebuttal-5 minutes
Government Rebuttal-3 minutes

Points of information may not be raised during constructive speeches, as a cross-examination period is provided.   Untimed points of order may be raised in the last 2 rebuttal speeches.

2) Impromptu Debate:  This event features 2-on-2 debate with abbreviated time limits.  Teams are given a set of 3 resolutions.  The negative team will strike the first resolution, and then the affirmative team will strike the 2nd resolution.  Each team will then have 2 minutes of preparation prior to the debate. When the negative team has stepped out of the chambers, prep time begins.  The time limits are as follows:

1AC			2 minutes
2N cx 1A 		1 minute
1NC			2 minutes
1A cx IN		1 minute
2AC			2 minutes
1N cx 2A		1 minute
2NC			2 minutes
2A cx 2N		1 minute
1NR			1 minute
1AR			1 minute
2NR			1 minute
2AR			1 minute

Resolutions will focus on pop culture, general politics/news, metaphors, and other topics suited to a brief debate round.

3) Debate Breaks.  We will advance the top 2 seeds to a final Diamond/Gold Final Round.  Each additional 3-1 team/debater will advance to a Silver/Bronze final round.  If necessary, the top 2-2 debater/team will be pulled up to even out the final round participants.
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SWEEPSTAKES AND AWARDS

We will provide awards to all competitors who advance to elimination rounds.  We will offer speaker awards in debate to the top 5 competitors.  We will also offer sweepstakes awards in the following categories:

1) Top 3 overall schools (JBU ineligible)
2) Top 3 Rookie Schools-University (JBU ineligible)
3) Top 3 Rookie Schools-Community Colleges (JBU ineligible)
4) Top 5 Rookie Competitors (Debate and IE points both counted.  JBU students are eligible.)
5) Top 5 Open Competitors (Debate and IE points both counted. JBU students are eligible.)

Points Possible Per Ballot:
IE’s:  1st-4, 2nd-3, 3rd-2, 4th and below-1, No show-0
Debate Prelims:  Win-6, Loss-1, No show-0

JUDGING

1) It is possible for advanced students to BOTH compete and judge at this tournament.  In fact, we encourage this!  The tournament is set-up for advanced IE competitors to compete in the morning, and then judge in the afternoon.  It is possible for advanced debaters to judge Rookie Parli-LD and compete in Impromptu Debate.

2) Judges should have had at least 3 tournaments experience OR should be senior students who will not be competing in future years. Coaches may judge as well, but we would like to utilize competitors as much as possible to increase the educational opportunities of the tournament. 

3) Any student judging WILL NOT lose their eligibility for AFA-NIET, NFA-NIET, or other national organizations as this tournament occurs after qualification for national tournaments. This is a great chance for your competitors to get experience on the other side of the ballot!

4) An individual event judge covers 8 slots total. A Rookie-LD judge covers 2 debaters. An impromptu debate judge covers 2 teams.

5) Elimination rounds most likely will be judged by 1 judge.  In individual events, if we are able to use more than 1 judge, then the sweepstakes points allocated for the final round (results of 1 ballot) will be divided accordingly based on the finish in the round.


FEES
There are no entry fees for the tournament if you provide enough judges. Here are the fees that will be charged if your program cannot provide enough judging.

Uncovered IE Entry...$10 
Uncovered Debate Entry...$20 

We prefer payments in cash so we can directly pay the judges.  Please make checks payable to JBU Forensics.


HOTELS
We will not be getting a block of rooms for the tournament as some programs will be able to drive in and out on the same day, but we suggest the following lodging options if you need them...

1) Hampton Inn...2171 Ravenwood Plaza, Siloam Springs, AR http://hamptoninn.hilton.com/en/hp/hotels/index.jhtml?ctyhocn=FYVSSHX

2) Quality Inn ... 1300 US Highway 412 West, Siloam Springs, AR... (479) 524-8080 http://www.qualityinn.com/hotel-siloam_springs-arkansas-AR200

3) Best Western Stateline Lodge ... 273 S Highway 59, W Siloam Springs, OK... (918) 422-4444 http://book.bestwestern.com/bestwestern/productInfo.do?propertyCode=37107

4)Cherokee Casino Hotel ... West Siloam Springs, OK ... 800.754.4111 http://www.cherokeestarrewards.com/casinos/westsiloamsprings/hotel/Pages/default.aspx
5) Super 8 ... 1800 Hwy 412 Siloam Springs, AR... (479) 524-8898 

6) We are a short drive from Springdale (20 minutes) and Fayetteville (30 minutes), where there are
many more options. Please let us know if you need help in finding lodging.

DIRECTIONS
Visit the following link for maps and directions: http://www.jbu.edu/about/directions/ 

We will most likely headquarter the tournament in LRC-121. More information will be posted at forensicstournament.net closer to the tournament.
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